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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I hope this letter finds you well and in good spirits.

Even though we are deep into a fiscal crisis of unprecedented mag-
nitude, the lending industry is working hard to establish new guide-
lines and provide funding for sales. Many sales are still being funded
and it would be a mistake to characterize the entire market perfor-
mance as abysmal. Still, a problem is not a problem until it reaches
my door. If this economic downturn is creating havoc in your life,
and it is for a lot of folks, do whatever you can to hold on. When the
market turns good again you will be in a position to make good  on
your Real Estate investment. Call me if you have any questions
or need some feedback. Jim Paschal 707 579 8882

SW Annexation Plan
At the insistence of LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission
that oversees the continuity of infrastructure and public services in
areas that annex into the City of Santa Rosa) on 6/19/07, the
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors voted 4 to 1 to direct County
Planning staff to proceed on staff ’s recommendations to continue
working out a County to City annexation transition. I was startled
at the meeting to learn that this annexation plan is to include
Chico, Price and Miles Avenues in the Wright District. My
understanding was that the residents in these neighborhoods in the
unincorporated western-most fringes of Santa Rosa did not want to
be in the City (also Eva and part of Concord Avenues). These
neighborhoods are already highly urbanized and most homes on
these streets have Santa Rosa City sewer. There is little benefit to
annexation in these neighborhoods. While the biggest problem
facing the City for the future annexations is the cost of providing
services to the newly incorporated areas — the cost for law

enforcement for the newly incorporated areas being the
biggest expense.

Burbank Avenue area
annexations.
I know developers and private property owners alike are
looking forward to cashing in on the annexations.
Burbank Avenue property owners have rather large
parcels well suited for residential development. City
utilities are in the street or very close by so it is a given
that Burbank Avenue will be the next big development
push to add homes in Santa Rosa.

The Roseland School District has posted its intention
to construct a new elementary school on the 11.38 acre
site addressed 1683 Burbank Avenue. The Preliminary
Environmental Assessment is available for your review at
www.roselandsd.org. The comment period has expired
but if you have any comments you can still forward
them to Rosie Greco at the Roseland School District. The
Roseland and Sheppard Schools are both full to bursting
and another school is needed to accommodate all the
students who now live and are projected to live in
Roseland School District.

It is important to note that the development of properties
between Burbank Avenue and McMinn Avenue, close to
this location is already laid out with a density designa-
tion for homes to be constructed and there is no reference
to Riparian Corridor or the Oak Woodland that inhabits
the riparian channel. Some effort is needed to protect
these natural features so they can represent what remains

of our environmental legacy in our neighborhood. We will have
to insist that our leaders be increasingly pro-environmentally
active.

Want a park? Gotta annex.
That’s the word from the city of Santa Rosa and the economic
reality of making a business of doing the right thing. We the
people of SW Santa Rosa are at a critical point. And we still
believe we can remedy the onslaught of urbanism on the
natural landscape with a planning process which by its nature,
brings forward the very forces that will ultimately pave the
natural landscape into the image of its success. Take the Prince
Memorial Greenway as an example. I see the political will still
goes with the dough.  I argued for open space during the
Southwest Area Plan years in the early 90’s. At that time we
didn’t know what we know now and it was still important,
even then, to set aside natural features to allow the things that
live there to live too. The Recreation and Parks Dept. has an
opportunity to help protect and preserve a little bit of Rose-
land’s native landscape in several areas around our neighbor-
hood. The Roseland Creek riparian corridor from McMinn
Avenue to Burbank represents a very important stretch of biotic
resource in habitat value. I fear for its future. The General Plan
calls for 8 to 13 units per acre in that thicket of oaks that stand
at streambed of Roseland Creek. That field will be the prize in a
contest to see just how important doing the right thing can be.
The natural drainage swales and contours that connect our
area to the Laguna de Santa Rosa are the lungs of the Russian
River watershed, an area also rich in habitat value. It is a
feature of the human condition to make doing the right thing a

condition of making money. It would never get done
otherwise, or would it? So log on to  the City’s website and go
to Recreation and Parks to complete their survey to tell them
what a park in our neighborhood should look like. I see
preserve areas and wild, undisturbed linkage as a park from
Stony Point Rd. to the Laguna de Santa Rosa www.Santa-
Rosa.ca.us.

If we had our own casino, we could pay for all the things we
have been lacking and ignore the city. In fact, we could
incorporate and enforce our own municipal standards, higher
our own police force and pick up our own trash.

Speaking of Casinos: Federated
Indians of Graton Rancheria
…Regarding the efforts to install a casino/hotel complex in
Rohnert Park on the West side of the freeway behind the Wal-
Mart and Home Depot in Rohnert Park...

Most of the individuals who are concerned and/or opposed
asked the members of the Gaming Commission to withhold
their decision for another 6 months. This would allow for more
complete analysis of the impacts to the surrounding Southwest
area residents in the form of aquifer drawdown from deep
casino wells, increased traffic on unimproved roads, increase in
crime, light trespass from the night lights in the parking lots
and around the facility.

Use the casino buildout version that has the largest projected
income, projected to be between $480 and $540 million
annually.  By rounding down to and even $500 mil a year
would translate into $1.3 million a day on the average,
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Roseland Cleanup Was Another
Community Success.
Neighbors from all around the Roseland area helped
out by delivering and dumping trash and all manner
of unwanted items. The City of Santa Rosa and the
trash companies have become acutely aware of
liabilities surrounding handling of contamination and
toxic materials and dumping these substances in the local
landfill. The City provided personnel to inspect containers
for undesirable items and the trash company expanded
their list of items that they will no longer take in a
dumpster. Another sign of the times. The picnic at
South Davis Park afterwards was a great time to
relax after all the hard work.

And in the same neighborhood, The Corby/Olive
Neighborhood Association hosted the annual Youth
Campout in South Davis Park on August 11. Jim
Telesmanic, Handyman Jim, and Mike Madieros head up
the neighborhood effort to give local kids a taste of the
outdoor life close to home by organizing, chaperoning,
cooking for neighborhood kids of any age. Jim and Mike
take up collections for money and new items that a kid
might like, buy all the food, play upon the sympathies o
f the local business community to buy these things at
a deep discount, then give everything away to the kids
who show up.

Interesting factoid:
I learned recently of the concern City and County
agencies have regarding the reduction in property values
during this Real Estate slump and the commensurate
reduction in property taxes that these reductions reflect.
In every budget discussion there is the recognition that

property tax income will decline in the
foreseeable future and budgets will need to be
adjusted accordingly. For every 1% reduction
in property tax values that reduction
translates into a 1.5 million dollar loss of
tax revenue.

Bayer Farm
Bayer Farm is our newly christened
community garden/park in the SW area.
Landpaths, a non-profit designed to
orchestrate the acquisition of urban land
to plant community gardens in a park
atmosphere, jumped into the stalled
negotiations with the property owners and
the City Recreation and Parks to complete
the purchase of the 6 plus acre site on West
Avenue across from the Sheppard School.
This is a much needed piece in the complex
urban landscape of our developing SW area.
Programs there are underway with a
“Garden Unveiling and Picnic Dinner”
Sunday Oct 14. October 28 the Bayer
Farm will host a “Día de los Muertos”
festival. The Bayer Farm will host the
community garden for children and their
families to plant, harvest and eat the food
grown there. Be a part of the community and
get involved. Call Magdelena Ridley at
318 1537.

Wright School District
The Wright School District is purchasing the Santa
Rosa Christian School. It is the best move they could
make to acquire new campus site and not have to
build a new school on environmentally sensitive
habitat. Because there are existing buildings on site,
the Wright District may be able to schedule classes
there next year.


